MARIE’S FREESTANDING LACE RECOMMENDATIONS
MATERIALS USED FOR TESTING OF THESE DESIGNS:
· Embroidery Thread:  Floriani Poly 40 weight

· Bobbin Thread: if you wish your lace to look the same on both sides… use the same thread in the bobbin as on top. (except while doing your tension testing... see Tips & Recommendations)

· Water Soluble Stabilizer: Wet N Gone water-soluble fibrous stabilizer 

· Needle: Size 90/14  

Tips and Recommendations:

I thought it might help a few of you, if I were to note down some of the things that I do to make my embroidery life easier, just in case it would be of some help for you too.

· Stiff Lace:  When a lace is as delicate as the one from this collection, having a stiff lace that holds on its own can be a bit complicated.  If you are using Wet N Gone like I do, do not rinse out your pieces.  Lay the stitched out pieces on a piece of freezer paper, on the slick side of the paper.  Spray water over the pieces.  Whatever part of the Wet N Gone that is showing will dissolve but the stabilizer that is stuck in between the thread fibres will remain and harden upon drying.  Iron flat for a crisp look. (Use remnants in water to re-stiffen items.)

· To rinse or not to rinse: (Applies only when assembling is required.) Many wonder if the stitched out pieces should be rinsed out before they are pieced together or after they are pieced together.  My answer:  BOTH!!   On intricate designs, perfect alignment is absolutely necessary.  To make this easy, rinse out the pieces “quickly” a first time.  Do not soak them or wash out all of the stabilizer.  Let them dry flat.  Since there is still much of the stabilizer in those pieces, they will be stiff and will have body for piecing them together.  Rinse again if needed once the project is completed.

· Perfect Stitch Out/Tension Testing: This particular lace is very easy to stitch out, but to ensure 100% perfect results, try it my way first.  Stitch out a test sample with a thread of one color in the bobbin and a different color on top.  The objective is to see if all of the underlay stitches are landing where they should.  Since this design is so delicate, if the tension settings on your machine are not 100% what the design needs, the stitch out might not look as great as you would like it to look.  By doing this test sample, you will know right away if your tension is set for this or not because the bobbin thread will show.  If that happens, tighten up your upper thread tension until the stitch out is perfect.  TIP:  use the smallest design to do this. It will take less than 10 minutes per stitch out and it will guarantee you the most perfect stitch out.
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